
Monthly 
Recreational 
Boating 
Industry 
Data 
Summary

This report, released in JULY 2025, details data 
through APRIL 2025, the most recent data 
available across retail and wholesale.

Retail data are based on new boat registrations 
provided by InfoLink, and wholesale data is 
provided directly from members.

The following report is an analysis of new 
recreational powerboat unit sales and key 
economic indicators spanning a rolling 12-
year period, thus providing long-term trends in 
addition to current and emerging market 
conditions.

Featuring data through 
April 2025



OVERVIEW



POWERBOATS BY ENGINE
WHOLESALE 
SHIPMENTS

- 11.4%

RETAIL
UNIT SALES

- 8.7%

INBOARD 
ENGINES:

- 19.2%
Wholesale
Shipments

- 11.5%
to 9,702

Retail
Unit Sales

JET
ENGINES:

- 13.9%
Wholesale
Shipments

- 18.0%
to 9,187

Retail
Unit Sales

OUTBOARD 
ENGINES:

- 5.5%
Wholesale
Shipments

- 7.7%
to 134,165

Retail
Unit Sales

PWC:

- 19.9%
Wholesale
Shipments

- 8.9%
to 69,631

Retail
Unit Sales

STERN DRIVE 
ENGINES:

- 22.2%
Wholesale
Shipments

- 9.4%
to 5,605

Retail
Unit Sales
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PWC:

- 19.9%
Wholesale
Shipments

- 8.9%
to 69,631

Retail
Unit Sales

POWERBOATS BY SEGMENT

FRESHWATER 
FISH:

- 1.2%
Wholesale
Shipments

1.1%
to 54,361

Retail
Unit Sales

PONTOON:

- 6.0%
Wholesale
Shipments

- 14.3%
to 47,327

Retail
Unit Sales

SALTWATER 
FISH:

- 18.8%
Wholesale
Shipments

- 8.8%
to 24,011

Retail
Unit Sales

WHOLESALE 
SHIPMENTS

- 11.4%

RETAIL
UNIT SALES

- 8.7%
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POWERBOATS BY SEGMENT

RUNABOUT:

- 12.4%
Wholesale
Shipments

- 17.0%
to 5,810

Retail
Unit Sales

WAKE
SPORT:

- 20.9%
Wholesale
Shipments

- 12.8%
to 8,521

Retail
Unit Sales

CRUISER:

- 18.1%
Wholesale
Shipments

- 12.7%
to 7,274

Retail
Unit Sales

JETBOAT:

- 13.9%
Wholesale
Shipments

- 18.0%
to 9,187

Retail
Unit Sales

YACHT:

- 9.7%
Wholesale
Shipments

0.7%
to 2,167

Retail
Unit Sales

WHOLESALE 
SHIPMENTS

- 11.4%

RETAIL
UNIT SALES

- 8.7%
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RECREATIONAL BOATING ECONOMIC INDICATORS

Recreational Vehicles
Wholesale Shipments:

U.S. Retail Gas Prices:
U.S. Manufacturing PMI

Index:

U.S. Housing Starts: Home Prices:

monthly, for APRIL 2025 monthly, for APRIL 2025

APRIL 2025 vs APRIL 2024 monthly, for APRIL 2025

$3.17

0.0%

Interest Rates:

Current Inflation:

monthly, for APRIL 2025

2.3%

monthly, for APRIL 2025

6.7% 4.3%

Mortgage 30-year
fixed rate:

Federal
Funds Rate:11.3%

to 1,510,000

monthly, for APRIL 2025

to 50.2
0.8%

3.4%
to 35,375
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Data from tradingeconomics.com, rvia.org, & fred.stlouisfed.org

These are the economic factors that influence consumer behavior, particularly when it comes to significant purchases like boats.

Consumer 
Confidence 

Index:

monthly, for APRIL 2025

85.7

Consumer 
Sentiment 

Index:

52.2



MARINE INDUSTRY ECONOMIC INDICATORS

TROUBLECAUTIONGOOD

Interest Rates

New Private Housing Starts

Fuel Prices

Consumer Confidence

Consumer Sentiment

Wholesale & Retail Credit Availability

Wages & Employment

SUV & Light Truck Series

Marine Dealer Inventories

Consumer Net Worth/Debt

RV Inventories
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GRAPHS AND 
SUMMARIES



From May 2024 – Apr. 2025, compared to the same period the previous 
year, total powerboat retail sales for 2025 decreased by -8.7% to 228,289
units. During the same period, wholesale shipments declined by -11.4%.
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TOTAL POWERBOAT SALES TRENDS
Wholesale UnitsRetail UnitsRolling Year

245,136228,2892025

276,587250,1482024

326,229252,1552023

279,045274,6922022

244,186353,5272021

241,767262,3602020

293,283277,0812019

285,184265,5822018

250,985255,0442017

223,979240,1342016

R12Y MAY - APRIL



POWERBOAT UNIT SALES 
TRENDS BY ENGINE



In 2025 year-to-date (Jan. 2025 – Apr. 2025) 
new retail unit sales decreased by -9.0%,
reaching 64,883 units compared to the 
previous year (Jan. 2024 – Apr. 2024). As we 
enter the second quarter of 2025, predicting 
how the full year will shape up remains 
challenging. However, early indicators show 
that most engine type segments within the 
recreational boating industry are experiencing 
a decline. Economic uncertainty, elevated 
interest rates, and cautious consumer 
spending contribute to softer demand across 
many categories.

U.S. TOTAL 
POWERBOAT 
UNIT SALES 
BY ENGINE
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Retail YTDWholesale EstimatesRetail Estimates

% of change 
2025 vs. 2024

2024 Retail2025 Retail
April
2025

Last 12 
months

April
2025

Last 12 
months

-12.9%2,8092,4488068,3079839,702Inboard Boats

-19.9%2,7932,23878713,0348969,187Jet Engine Boats

-9.2%46,13741,87612,475148,85016,117134,165Outboard Boats

-6.0%17,81116,7428,76370,1806,41569,631PWC

-10.8%1,7711,5803954,7666065,605Stern Drive Boats

-9.0%71,32164,88323,226245,13625,017228,289Total
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So far in 2025 year-to-date, outboard boats 
have clearly led the market, making up 
64.6% of all retail units with 41,876 units 
sold. On the other end, stern drive boats 
accounted for just 2.4% of units, marking 
them as the smallest segment in the 
market.

2025 U.S. 
POWERBOAT 
UNIT RETAIL 
SALES BY 
ENGINE

2025 YTD

Inboard 
Boats

Jet Engine 
BoatsOutboard Boats

PWC

Stern 
Drive 
Boats
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INBOARD BOAT SALES TRENDS

From May 2024 – Apr. 2025, inboard boat retail sales declined by -11.5% 
compared to the previous rolling year, totaling 9,702 units. During the same 

period, wholesale shipments decreased by -19.2%.

Wholesale UnitsRetail UnitsRolling Year

8,3079,7022025

10,28310,9652024

16,53012,1052023

16,09514,6462022

13,82817,6652021

13,02811,9712020

13,76212,2182019

12,51211,3662018

11,60510,5832017

10,5869,8452016

R12Y MAY - APRIL



From May 2024 – Apr. 2025, retail sales of jet boats dropped by -18.0% 
compared to the previous rolling year, totaling 9,187 units. During the same 

period, wholesale shipments also declined -13.9%.
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JET BOAT SALES TRENDS
Wholesale UnitsRetail UnitsRolling Year

13,0349,1872025

15,13611,1972024

15,37910,0872023

5,9755,4902022

5,7067,8062021

5,9005,5062020

6,3366,0162019

6,0775,8692018

5,7045,2902017

5,2764,7762016

R12Y MAY - APRIL
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OUTBOARD BOAT SALES TRENDS

From May 2024 – Apr. 2025, retail sales of outboard boats fell by -7.7% 
compared to the previous rolling year, with a total of 134,165 units sold. 

During the same period, wholesale shipments declined by -5.5%.

Wholesale UnitsRetail UnitsRolling Year

148,850134,1652025

157,483145,4012024

191,999150,4532023

166,338172,4042022

156,041221,6322021

145,651160,2222020

182,734174,3802019

184,216170,3282018

159,238162,4082017

136,869154,1892016

R12Y MAY - APRIL



From May 2024 – Apr. 2025, retail sales of PWCs dropped by -8.9% 
compared to the previous rolling year, reaching 69,631 units. Wholesale 

shipments also declined -19.9% during the same period.
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PWC SALES TREND
Wholesale UnitsRetail UnitsRolling Year

70,18069,6312025

87,56276,4022024

93,08373,3692023

81,87474,1922022

60,62994,5732021

68,31575,6532020

78,47373,6612019

70,46567,0682018

63,27064,9272017

60,04558,6742016

R12Y MAY - APRIL
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STERN DRIVE BOAT SALES TRENDS

From May 2024 – Apr. 2025, retail sales of stern drive boats decreased by 
-9.4% compared to the previous rolling year, totaling 5,605 units. During 

the same period, wholesale shipments decreased by -22.2%.

Wholesale UnitsRetail UnitsRolling Year

4,7665,6052025

6,1236,1832024

9,2386,1412023

8,7637,9602022

7,98211,8512021

8,8739,0082020

11,97710,8062019

11,91310,9512018

11,16811,8362017

11,20412,6502016
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POWERBOAT UNIT SALES 
TRENDS BY SEGMENT



In 2025 year-to-date (Jan. 2025 – Apr. 
2025), new retail unit sales decreased by -
4.8%, reaching 64,883 units compared to 
the previous year (Jan. 2024 – Apr. 2024). 
As we enter the second quarter of 2025, 
predicting how the full year will shape up 
remains challenging. However, early 
indicators show that most powerboat 
segments within the recreational boating 
industry are experiencing a decline. 
Economic uncertainty, elevated interest 
rates, and cautious consumer spending 
contribute to softer demand across 
categories.

U.S. TOTAL 
POWERBOAT 
UNIT SALES   
BY SEGMENT
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YTD RetailWholesale EstimatesRetail Estimates

% Change 
2025 vs. 2024

2024 YTD 
Retail

2025 YTD 
Retail

April 2025
Last 12 
months

April 2025
Last 12 
months

-0.4%19,55419,4696,14773,8487,52054,361
Freshwater 

Fish

-6.0%17,81116,7428,76370,1806,41569,631PWC

-19.5%15,64812,5904,44548,6165,38947,327Pontoon

-11.0%8,3697,4501,08215,5352,50124,011Saltwater Fish

-9.0%1,5801,4395005,7414255,810Runabout

-14.3%2,4182,0727907,9578748,521Wake Sport

-10.6%2,4602,2005237,5797817,274Cruiser

-19.9%2,7932,23878713,0348969,187Jet Boat

-0.7%6886831892,6462152,167Yacht

-9.0%71,32164,88323,226245,13625,017228,289Total
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In year-to-date 2025, Freshwater fishing boat 
sales took the lead in the segment market, 
with a total of 19,469 units sold, accounting 
for 30% of total units. In stark contrast, yachts 
represented 1.1% of units during this period, 
positioning them as the smallest segment.

2024 U.S. 
POWERBOAT 
UNIT RETAIL 
SALES BY 
SEGMENT

Y
a
c
h
t

2025 YTD

Freshwater Fish

PWC Pontoon

Saltwater Fish Runabout

Wake Sport

Cruiser

Jet Boat

Yacht



From May 2024 – Apr. 2025, freshwater fishing boat retail sales increased 
by 1.1% compared to the previous rolling year, reaching 54,361 units. 

During the same period, wholesale shipments decreased -1.2%.
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FRESHWATER FISH SALES TRENDS
Wholesale UnitsRetail UnitsRolling Year

73,84854,3612025

74,74853,7642024

87,52652,8892023

80,21763,4272022

75,90583,3692021

71,17865,6002020

84,82173,1332019

90,34373,6102018

79,44971,5502017

71,02671,2552016

R12Y MAY - APRIL
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PWC SALES TRENDS

From May 2024 – Apr. 2025, retail sales of PWCs dropped by -8.9% 
compared to the previous rolling year, reaching 69,631 units. Wholesale 

shipments also declined -19.9% during the same period.

Wholesale UnitsRetail UnitsRolling Year

70,18069,6312025

87,56276,4022024

93,08373,3692023

81,87474,1922022

60,62994,5732021

68,31575,6532020

78,47373,6612019

70,46567,0682018

63,27064,9272017

60,04558,6742016

R12Y MAY - APRIL



From May 2024 – Apr. 2025, pontoon retail sales fell by -14.3% compared 
to the previous rolling year, with 47,327 units sold. During the same period, 

wholesale shipments experienced a -6.0% decline.
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PONTOON SALES TRENDS
Wholesale UnitsRetail UnitsRolling Year

48,61647,3272025

51,72355,1942024

66,03456,8382023

54,10765,0642022

52,78981,9112021

45,42854,2942020

63,05459,1882019

60,19055,3722018

49,38851,7432017

40,06748,0812016

R12Y MAY - APRIL
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SALTWATER FISH SALES TRENDS

From Apr. 2024 – Mar. 2025, saltwater retail sales decreased by -8.8% 
compared to the previous rolling year, with 24,011 units sold. During the 

same period, wholesale shipments saw a -18.8% decrease.

Wholesale UnitsRetail UnitsRolling Year

15,53524,0112025

19,13626,3362024

22,70328,5382023

19,41530,9332022

16,40240,3412021

20,05330,7812020

24,03432,6912019

23,59432,9892018

22,81232,0802017

19,95228,9382016

R12Y MAY - APRIL



From May 2024 – Apr. 2025, retail sales of runabouts dropped by -17.0% 
compared to the previous rolling year, totaling 5,810 units sold. During the 

same period, wholesale shipments saw a -12.4% decline.
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RUNABOUT SALES TRENDS
Wholesale UnitsRetail UnitsRolling Year

5,7415,8102025

6,5526,9962024

11,3848,8102023

10,43610,2262022

9,11214,3752021

8,6939,2532020

11,97310,6922019

12,24810,3952018

10,59010,8102017

9,26210,8322016

R12Y MAY - APRIL
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WAKE SPORT SALES TRENDS

From May 2024 – Apr. 2025, retail sales of wake sports fell by -12.8% 
compared to the previous rolling year, reaching 8,521 units. During the 

same period, wholesale shipments also dropped -20.9%.

Wholesale UnitsRetail UnitsRolling Year

7,9578,5212025

10,0609,7722024

16,21710,8492023

15,85413,2342022

13,48216,1642021

12,28610,7202020

12,81010,7982019

11,1369,7072018

10,0698,8432017

9,1108,2042016

R12Y MAY - APRIL



From May 2024 – Apr. 2025, retail sales of cruisers declined by -12.7% 
compared to the previous rolling year, totaling 7,274 units. During the same 

period, wholesale shipments also saw a -18.1% decrease.
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CRUISER SALES TRENDS
Wholesale UnitsRetail UnitsRolling Year

7,5797,2742025

9,2588,3352024

11,1008,4682023

9,0719,6942022

8,45512,5352021

8,1998,6322020

10,1558,9622019

9,2548,4982018

7,4257,7882017

6,7287,5442016

R12Y MAY - APRIL
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JET BOAT SALES TRENDS

From May 2024 – Apr. 2025, retail sales of jet boats dropped by -18.0% 
compared to the previous rolling year, totaling 9,187 units. During the same 

period, wholesale shipments also declined -13.9%.

Wholesale UnitsRetail UnitsRolling Year

13,0349,1872025

15,13611,1972024

15,37910,0872023

5,9755,4902022

5,7067,8062021

5,9005,5062020

6,3366,0162019

6,0775,8692018

5,7045,2902017

5,2764,7762016

R12Y MAY - APRIL



From May 2024 – Apr. 2025, retail sales of yachts increased by 0.7% 
compared to the previous rolling year, reaching 2,167 units. During the 

same period, wholesale shipments increased by 9.7%.
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YACHT SALES TRENDS
Wholesale UnitsRetail UnitsRolling Year

2,6462,1672025

2,4132,1522024

2,8022,3072023

2,0972,4322022

1,7062,4532021

1,7171,9212020

1,6261,9402019

1,8762,0742018

2,2782,0132017

2,5131,8302016

R12Y MAY - APRIL



THANK YOU

For questions and feedback contact: rlark@nmma.org

30


